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Greater Cincinnati Firefighters, Homebuilders Mark Fire Prevention Week with Debut of PEARL Permanent Escape Ladder

Cornerstone Custom Builders first in area to offer permanently-installed fire escape ladder

(ATLANTA) October 8, 2007 – As the national observance of Fire Prevention Week gets underway, homeowners in the Greater Cincinnati area have a new opportunity to achieve the highest standard in residential fire safety. Cornerstone Custom Builders today announced that it is offering the PEARL Permanent Escape And Rescue Ladder to homeowners and homebuilders. Created by PEARL Protected®, PEARL is a permanently-installed emergency escape ladder for two and three-story homes. 

“Permanent escape ladders answer a critical question: how will my family and I get out if we are trapped upstairs during a fire? The fact that they are readily available can save precious seconds in a life or death scenario,” said Adam Fuller, firefighter and EMT with the Fort Mitchell Fire Department. 

The need for improved residential fire escape in the U.S., and especially in the Greater Cincinnati area, is dire. A recent study from the National Fire Protection Association found that nearly 75 percent of the nation’s fire departments are unable to comply with widely recognized response time guidelines because they don’t have enough fire stations or firefighters. Therefore, residents must have a safe and readily-available alternative means of escape from upstairs rooms in case fire rescue personnel are not able to arrive on the scene in time. 

Permanent escape ladders, like PEARL, meet these requirements. Because PEARL can be permanently recessed into the interior wall space below second and third-story windows, homeowners have peace of mind knowing they have an easy-to-use means of escape right where they need it, when they need it. In addition to fire escape, PEARL can be used during a home invasion or other emergency scenario.

Chris Wulfeck, vice president of marketing for Cornerstone Custom Builders and a firefighter for the Fort Thomas Fire Department, says the decision to be the first company in the region to offer PEARL was easy: “As a firefighter, I can’t tell you how many tragedies could have been prevented if a permanent escape ladder had been in the home. When I saw PEARL, the first thing I did was install one in my own home. Immediately, I knew this was something that needed to be in every two or three-story home we work on.” 

Currently, Cornerstone Custom Builders is offering the ladder to homeowners and homebuilders, such as Kennedy Homes of Fort Mitchell. Kennedy Homes, a custom homebuilder, has already installed PEARL in one of its newest homes and will install it in future constructions as an optional feature.  

Since its October 2005 debut, PEARL has become one of the most recognized home safety products in the marketplace. PEARL received the 2006 Product Innovation Award from the Home Safety Council and has been featured on ABC’s “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition,” NBC’s “Today” and CBS’s “The Early Show.” For more information about PEARL Protected, visit www.pearlprotected.com. 

About PEARL Protected
Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, PEARL Protected is redefining the standards of home and fire safety through its patented, breakthrough product - PEARL - a revolutionary Permanent Escape And Rescue Ladder that can be quickly and easily deployed in the event of a residential fire or other home emergency. It is currently available through a variety of channels, including the nation's largest homebuilders and building supply dealers. PEARL can also be ordered directly through the PEARL Protected website (www.pearlprotected.com) or via phone at 800.374.5737.
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